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NORTHWEST WILDLIFE PRESERVATION SOCIETY 

Board of Directors & Staff 
 
Northwest Wildlife Preservation Society (NWPS) is a registered charity (Reg. 079317454 BN#133029140) 
incorporated in 1987 as a non-profit society. 
 
Our mission is to develop and provide environmental educational programs that advance the public’s 
awareness and knowledge about wildlife and wildlife systems in northwest North America. 
 
Our Vision is to create healthy wildlife spaces to support wildlife throughout northwest North America 
for their own intrinsic work and the appreciation of all.  
 

Board of Directors 
 

Jim Pigott, President 
 

Michel Kvarnstrom, Vice President 
 

Todd Buchanan, Director 
 

Liam Reilly, Director 

Rob Wickson, Director 
 

 
 

 

Staff 
 

Vancouver Head Office Ann Peters, Executive Director 
Mikaila Strilchuk, Wildlife Educator 
Conan Leung, Office Manager 
 
David Craig, Consultant 
 

Vancouver Island Office Connel Bradwell, Wildlife Education Manager 
 

Canmore, Alberta Office Darren Colello, Rockies Wildlife Educator 
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NORTHWEST WILDLIFE PRESERVATION SOCIETY 

Message from the Board 
 

To our NWPS Members, Contributors, Supporters, Volunteers, Staff, Directors 
and Friends; we are pleased to present our Annual Report for 2024. 
 
Mikaila, our Mainland Wildlife Educator, attended numerous conservation and 
outreach fairs, engaging with hundreds of visitors and sparking conversations 
about BC’s incredible wildlife. I know from personal experience, because I 
attended a couple of events with her and was greatly impressed by her 
passionate grasp of wildlife subjects and her personal interaction with both 
adults and children alike. Our Wildlife in the Schools presentations remained 
in high demand, reaching over a hundred classrooms eager to learn about 

local species and conservation. Mikaila also guided numerous nature walks in nearby parks, helping 
students explore and appreciate the biodiversity in their own backyards. Through a partnership with the 
Hastings Park Conservancy and their dedicated efforts, Mikaila also led dozens of nature walks for low-
income schools in the Hastings-Sunrise area, providing students with hands-on learning experiences in 
their own communities. Mikaila’s passion for wildlife resonates with the kids she teaches, and she 
continues to find deep fulfillment in her work.  
 
Our Island Education Manager, Connel, has conducted a wide range of programming this year. He has 
led our indoor wildlife education programming across Vancouver Island and has continued to enhance 
our outdoor nature walks. Connel has engaged in multiple community stewardship and conservation 
activities; working to enhance endangered wildlife and ecosystems across Vancouver Island. Connel has 
continued to frequently visit our Manley Farm and Bird and Wildlife Sanctuary property and enhance its 
wildlife values. 
 
Darren Colello, our Rocky Mountain Wildlife Educator, continues to deliver wildlife in the schools 
programs, nature walks and workshops, stewardship activities and engaging visitors in special 
environmental events in the Bow Valley, Canmore and Kananaskis regions increasing our presence and 
profile in these areas.  Throughout 2024, Darren delivered over one hundred wildlife & environmental 
education programs, to nearly 5,000 individuals of all ages increasing the respect, admiration, 
knowledge and conservation of Rocky Mountain wildlife and their habitats.  Darren was also recognized 
for the second year in a row as the Rocky Mountain Wildlife Educator of the year!   
 
Ann Peters continues to fill the role of Executive Director and with the assistance of Conan Leung, 
manages the daily operations of the Society.   
 
As always, without the help of our volunteers NWPS would not be able to accomplish all that we do.  We 
would like to give special thanks to Julie Melano of Fairwind Creative for continuing to provide support 
to our website.  Barbara Lee Chmil has been an unwavering volunteer for the Society for many years and 
we thank her for her continued administrative support. 
 
The Look Ahead: 
The Board continues to work on developing strategies that will secure NWPS’ future.  We continue to 
face challenges of securing funding for our programs.  Our individual donors continue to be wonderful 
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NORTHWEST WILDLIFE PRESERVATION SOCIETY 

supporters of our work but we have found many of our corporate sources of funding have changed their 
focus from the environment to health and food security. As such, the Board is looking into ways to 
increase revenues from our valuable Vancouver Island property, Manley Farm Bird and Wildlife 
Sanctuary. 
 
The Board and Staff of NWPS continue to research and engage with our corporate funders to enlist their 
help in providing our programs to school aged children.  We do our best to explain why the natural 
environment is such a key force in developing happy and healthy children. 
 
Our mandate remains the same:  Preservation through Education.  We believe that our Foundation, 
Corporate and individual donors make a world of difference in supporting our work and providing the 
much-needed environmental education programs to inner city school aged children and at-risk youth.   
 
Thank you for your continued support. 
 
Yours truly, 
 

 
Jim Pigott 
President of the Board 
Northwest Wildlife Preservation Society 
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NORTHWEST WILDLIFE PRESERVATION SOCIETY 

The Look Ahead: 
 

In 2025, Mikaila is looking to expand NWPS’s reach to more schools and 

facilities as well as form connections with other non-profits by attending 

fairs and booking classes.  

 

The nature walks facilitated by Hastings Park Conservancy continue with 

nature walks coming up this spring. 

 

Currently, she is working on coordinating a reoccurrence of last-year’s 

trip to Penticton to present for three Middle Schools in the area. While the Okanagan Similkameen Parks 

Society coordinated and planned last year, they do not have funding this year. However, there is strong 

interest from local schools to support and facilitate this type of education independently, which is 

exciting to see! 

 

Mikaila is looking forward to another busy year! 

 

Darren Colello, our Rocky Mountain Educator, continues to broaden the 

reach of NWPS in the Bow Valley and surrounding areas.  Darren’s 

dedication to Preservation through Education continues to impact 

audiences not only locally but nationally and internationally.  Darren will 

also be offering guided tours through the neotropical regions as part of his 

personal activities during 2025.   

 

 

Connel Bradwell on Vancouver Island continues to steward our Manley 

Farm Bird and Wildlife Sanctuary bringing people from all over the island 

together for Nature Walks and Workshops on our Cobble Hill property.  

Connel runs birding workshops and coordinates marsh restoration 

projects on the property.   Connel also delivers Wildlife in the School 

programs from Victoria to Nanaimo and will continue to represent NWPS 

at various events around the area.  Connel continues to collaborate on 

wildlife education projects with multiple organizations and media 

including CBC. 
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Milestones 
 

2024     Our Vancouver Island Wildlife Educator Connel Bradwell conducted extensive wildlife surveys on 

Manley Farm Bird and Wildlife Sanctuary and confirmed its status as an important wildlife site 

for the area. 

 

Over 15,000 students and adults educated in the Canadian Rockies since the inception of our 

Rocky mountains branch of the society.    

 

2023 Our Wildlife Educator in Canmore, Darren Colello, was acknowledged by New World Report 

Awards North America Business with the Rocky Mountains Wildlife Educator & Habitat 

Protection Stewards of the Year 2023 award.   

 

Our Vancouver Island Wildlife Educator, Connel Bradwell, was invited to host wildlife videos 

being produced by Canadian Broadcasting Corporation. 

 

2022  Recorded a record number of bird species, including endangered species, on Manley Farm Bird 

and Wildlife Sanctuary. 

2021 Opened our Rocky Mountain branch providing NWPS’ environmental education programs to a 

wide audience led by our long-time Environmental Educator, Darren Colello. 
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History 
 

Northwest Wildlife Preservation Society (NWPS) was founded in 1987 as a non-profit society, dedicated 

to preserving healthy wildlife systems and wildlife throughout northwest North America. 

NWPS was a founding member of the Wolf Working Group and filled an advisory role on numerous 

committees supporting wildlife preservation. 

Since that time, NWPS has continued its work by focusing on “Preservation through Education” 

providing balanced environmental education programs to audiences throughout the Lower Mainland, 

Vancouver Island and Canmore, Alberta. 

NWPS has presented thousands of programs to school-aged children since our inception.  Our programs 

provide environmental education and opportunities to positively impact our communities.  We have 

reached hundreds of thousands of children, adults and seniors. 

2024 saw NWPS getting back into schools with our environmental education programs (Wildlife in the 

Schools) as well as Nature Walks and Workshops.   
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Wildlife Education & Stewardship Programs: 
 

Thanks to our generous donors and government support, we were able to continue providing programs 

free of charge to inner-city school children and at-risk youth in low-income areas. This allows us to 

ensure that all children including those that are marginalized by circumstance are given an equal 

opportunity to interact with and understand their interconnection with wildlife and the importance of 

protecting it. 

Lower Mainland Achievements 

 In-Class Programs:  117 

 Nature Walks & Workshops: 51 

 Number of Participants: 3,845 

 

Vancouver Island Achievements 

 In-Class Programs:  61 

 Nature Walks & Workshops:  5 

 Number of Participants: 1,571 
 

Rocky Mountain Achievements 

 In-Class Programs:  74 

 Nature Walks & Workshops:  33 

 Stewardship activities; lakes, forests & wetland cleanups, removing over 380 lbs of debris  

 Special environmental events engaging thousands of visitors from across Canada, as well as 

internationally   

 Birding counts and surveys, and citizen science workshops   

 Number of Participants: 4,815   

 

Collaborations: 
 

Rocky Mountain 

 Rocky Mountain Eagle Research Foundation 

 artsPlace Canmore    

 Friends of Fish Creek Society 

 Bow Valley Naturalists 

 Alberta Parks/Kananaskis  

 

Lower Mainland 

 Hastings Park Conservancy Nature Walks & Workshops 

 Okanagan Similkameen Parks Society 
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Vancouver Island 

 Habitat Acquisition Trust 

 Rocky Point Bird Observatory 

Major Donors 
 

Donors are the backbone of all our work. Without them, none of what we do would be possible. A very 

heartfelt Thank You goes out especially to our major donors for providing us with the opportunity to 

continue our work in the community:   

Corporate Donors 

 Western Water Farms & Garden Ltd 
 Marsh & Marsh Inc. (CPA) 

Richardson Radiator & Air Conditioning 
Best Western Plus Burnaby Hotel 
Valley First Aid Training (Kamloops) Ltd. 
Eatmore Sprouts & Greens Ltd. 
Signs Of The Times 

Vesta Properties Ltd. 

C.V. Metal Products Ltd. 

Surrey Fire Fighters Association Local 

D.H. Signs of the Times Enterprises 

  

Our Partners 

Institute for Environmental Learning 

Hastings Park Conservancy 

Fairwind Creative 

 

Foundation Donors 

 TD Friends of the Environment Foundation 

 Ollie Lantela Foundation 

Victoria Foundation 

SPARKS BC 

BC Hydro Grassroot Grant 
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Individual Donors 

 M. Pitt 

G. Potter 

S. Woolley  

L MacDonald 

L. Haslett 

P. Rooney  

K. Fisher  

M. Brubacher 

N. Ewald  

C. Lorman  

N. Godding 

V. Aklujkar 

E. Lynum 

 

Fundraising Activities 
 

Annual Outreach 
 

As with our corporate/business/foundation and other major donors, we are so lucky to have such a 

steadfast group of individual donors. Without this loyal dedication on the part of each and every 

individual donor, NWPS would not have the privilege of continuing to deliver our environmental 

education programs, instilling responsible environmental stewardship in children of all ages throughout 

the Lower Mainland, Vancouver Island and the Rockies. 

THANK YOU!  

Volunteers 
 

Julie Melano 
Barbara Lee Chmil 

Ann Peters 

David Craig 
Jim Pigott 

Michele Kvarnstrom 

Todd Buchanan 
Rob Wickson 
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Manley Farm Bird and Wildlife Sanctuary 
 

NWPS has been entrusted with the stewardship of Manley Farm, located in the Cowichan Valley area. 

The property comprises 240 acres of wild habitat and farmland. The property is situated next to 

Boatswain Bank, which is an ecologically sensitive area.  

Home to hundreds of species, NWPS is creating a safe space for wildlife. We safeguard a wide range of 

habitats and thanks to the support of local partners, give many species a helping hand. The property is 

an important site for migratory and breeding birds. It is home to a range of native flora, and the wetland 

provides habitat for endangered species of amphibians. We continue to monitor and survey the site, and 

whilst it is not open to the public, we do use the property for educational purposes, to the benefit of the 

local community. 

Some of the plant species found on Manley Farm Bird and Wildlife Sanctuary: 

Western Columbine, Columbia Lily and Fairy Slipper 
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NWPS Financial Statement 
 

Year Ended December 31, 2024 

Notice to Readers 
 

Treasurer’s Report – Management’s Statement on Financial Reporting 

The Financial Statements and all information in this annual report are the responsibility of management 

and have been approved by the Board of Directors.   

The Financial Statements are based upon management’s best estimates and judgements and have been 

prepared with the application of generally accepted accounting principles. 

The Financial Statement information is segmented between NWPS’ wildlife education and stewardship 

programs (“Charity”) and the Manley Farm Bird & Wildlife Sanctuary (“Sanctuary”). 

Financial information presented elsewhere in this annual report is consistent with the Financial 

Statements. 

To ensure the integrity and objectivity of the data, the management maintains a system of internal 

controls, comprising policies and procedures, that provide reasonable assurance that transactions are 

recorded and executed in accordance with their authorization, that assets are properly safeguarded, and 

that reliable financial records are being maintained. 

 

Audited Financial Statements 
 

The Directors of the Society have appointed an Audit Committee from their independent members. 

The Audit Committee has reviewed and verified a random selection of the financial transactions of the 

Society and has verified all Balance Sheet accounts to independent sources to ensure that the 

Operations of the Society and the Capital Funds are fairly presented in the Financial Statements of 

Northwest Wildlife Preservation Society for the year ended December 31, 2024. 

The Audit Committee report, on its audit of the Financial Statements, is presented to the Directors of 

the Society in support of the Board’s approval of the Financial Statements. 
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